
Phonics at 
Buckingham Park



Phonics

We use ‘Lesley Clarke Letters and Sounds’

Phonics teaching starts in Reception

It follows a specific sequence that allows our 
children to build on their previous phonics 
knowledge.

As a result, our children are able to tackle any 
unfamiliar words that they might discover.



Handy Vocabulary

Phoneme (sound) 

Grapheme (letter)

Digraph

Trigraph

Decode (reading)

Blend



Handy Vocabulary

Tricky words

Mnemonics



Lesley Clarke Phonics



Lesley Clarke Phonics



Our Approach
• Daily lessons

• Phonics Interventions

• Guided Group Sessions 

• Games (silly soup, phoneme 
hopscotch, treasure hunts, mark 
making)

• Phonics opportunities in Reception 
learning environment  



Daily Lesley Clarke Phonics Lessons 

• Revisit & Review

• Teach 

• Practise

• Apply

• Phases 2-4 



Phonics Assessment  

• Completed at the end of each half term

• Sound Mat updated in Reading Records 



Literacy EYFS Learning Goals (end of year) 

ELG: Word Reading

Children at the expected level of development will:

- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs;

- Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending;

- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are 
consistent with their phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception words.



Literacy EYFS Learning Goals (end of year) 

ELG: Writing

Children at the expected level of development will:

- Write recognisable letters, most of which are 
correctly formed;

- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a

letter or letters;

- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be 
read by others. 



Literacy EYFS Learning Goals (end of year) 

ELG: Comprehension
Children at the expected level of development will:
- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories
and narratives using their own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary;
- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;
- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary 
during discussions about
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-
play.



Reading

• School Book ‘Phonics Phase’

• Set Words  

• Library books

• Other books



Reading skills

• Phonics

• Tricky words

• Reading a range of texts

• Retelling, comprehension (literal 
and inferential), discussion and 
explanation



• Library visits

• Reading with your child

• Bedtime stories

• The text environment

• Mark making at home (i.e. shopping lists, 
writing with chalk outside and writing 
sentences)

Reading and Writing for enjoyment!



Reading List for Reception



Next Steps…

• Website Resources

• Lesley Carkes Phonics-> Parents->Phonics 
Activities to Use with Your Child at Home

• Weekly Emails

• Questions…


